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Second Sunday of Advent 
Service of Holy Communion 

December 5, 2021 
8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
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You can use this booklet for worship in the sanctuary and at home. Most of the liturgy and 
hymns are from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW), All Creation Sings (ACS), and 
other resources published by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  You can join 
worship online and find other devotional resources at www.ReformationDC.org/worship.  
 
We love and protect one another as we worship God. Therefore, when you are 
inside the church building you must wear a mask and remain physically distant from 
people in another household. Also, wash your hands or use hand sanitizer and follow the 
instructions of the greeters/ushers. Everyone can sing and join in speaking the bold 
portions of the liturgy. After the 11:00 a.m. service, beverages and snacks are available in 
the Parish Hall. Please remain masked except when you are eating or drinking.  
 
Children are always welcome in worship, but sometimes caregivers need other 
options. The Blue Room, at the rear left of the sanctuary, is equipped with sound. Some 
caregivers and restless children follow the service there. Parents are welcome to feed or 
breastfeed their infants anywhere they are comfortable, including the sanctuary. A 
professionally staffed nursery is in the lower level of the St. John’s Building. Please ask an 
usher/greeter for assistance.   
 
Restrooms, with changing tables, are on the lower level. There is also an all-gender/
handicapped accessible restroom on the sanctuary level, on the right front of the 
sanctuary near the elevator. 
 
If you or a neighbor need pastoral care, please call the church office at 202-543-4200 or 
via email:  Pastor Mike at wilker@ReformationDC.org. Voicemail will have instructions 
about how to contact them in case of emergency. If you are interested in baptism and 
membership at Reformation, please contact Pastor Ben and he can discuss details 
and discern next steps with you!  
 
Reformation honors the Nacotchtank and Piscataway peoples upon whose land we live 
and worship. We are committed to solidarity with the American Indian/Alaska Native 
Lutheran Association. Reformation welcomes and supports lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and queer+ Christians and their families in all aspects of the church's 
ministry.  Since 1987, we have been part of ReconcilingWorks, a national Lutheran 
LGBTQ+ ministry. 

Liturgical texts, music and artwork are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27407.  New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Unless otherwise noted, hymns are reprinted under 
OneLicense.net A-708896. 

http://www.reformationdc.org/worship
mailto:wilker@ReformationDC.org
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Prelude                        La Nativité                  Langlais  

Welcome 
Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the baptizer’s voice in the 
wilderness may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s prophecy could as easily herald the coming 
Christ as forerunner of the Lord of hosts. Finally all the baptized are called to participate in the 
sharing of the gospel. In so doing we prepare the way for the coming of Jesus and assist all people in 
capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.” 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Please rise in body or spirit. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩  one God, 
who alone does wonders, 
who lifts up the lowly, 
who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God for whom we wait, 
in the presence of one another, 
we confess our sin before you. 
We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
We fear those different from ourselves. 
We forget that we are your children 
and turn away from your love. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. 
Amen. 
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

☩   your sins are forgiven. 
You are children of the Most High, 
inheritors of the eternal promise, 
and recipients of divine mercy. 
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.  Amen. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached.  

Children’s Message 
Jesus embraced children and placed them in the center of the Christian community as models for 
discipleship. 

Prayer of the Day                      

 Let us pray.  
 

After a brief silence for personal prayer, the presiding minister continues:  
 

 Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
 give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus 
 Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
 God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

Greeting                 
The presiding minister and congregation welcome each other with a greeting shared by Jesus’ early 
disciples and then join their hearts in prayer.   
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Gathering Hymn                       Prepare the Royal Highway                                  ELW 264 

Please refer to the red hymnal in the pew in front of you. Note that hymns are located in the back 2/3 
of the hymnal (the hymn number is not the page number). 

Lighting of Advent Wreath 
  

Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise . . . O people of hope, come, let us re-
joice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen.  
 

The candle is lit as we sing the following hymn from the hymnal:  Christ, Be Our Light (ELW 715, verse 
2). 

 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow’r to save us. Make us your living voice. 

 Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 
 Christ be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 
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First Reading                                             Malachi 3:1-4  
God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my messenger”) 
will prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s people, as silver and 
gold are refined. 

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom 
you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the 
day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?  
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier 
of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and 
silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4Then the offering of 
Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former 
years. 
 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm               Blessed Be the God of Israel (Zechariah's Canticle)       ELW 250
             

In response to the call of Malachi, we join in one of Luke’s canticles. Luke 1:68-79, the Song of Zechari-
ah, adds Christian references that cite messianic promises (vv. 76-79) to a Jewish psalm-song that 
resembles the prayer that was appointed for circumcisions (vv. 68-75). The focus is not only on the 
infant boy, here taken to be the young John the Baptist, but encompasses the whole of Israel. For cen-
turies, Christians who sing Morning Prayer have begun each day with this song of praise. There are 
three settings of the Song of Zechariah in Evangelical Lutheran Worship: p. 303, #250, and #552. 

Second Reading                     Philippians 1:3-11 
 

The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his joy to be in 
partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern 
preacher, is with his friends as he encourages them to grow in love and knowledge. 
 

3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every 
one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first 
day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you 
will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this 
way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s 
grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the 
gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ 
Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with 
knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day 
of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteous-
ness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

                                                                              

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-12-5/2272#
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Gospel                        Luke 3:1-6 
 

John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” 
As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and religious au-
thority that will be challenged by this coming Lord. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In the fifteenth year of the rule of the emperor Tiberius—when Pontius Pilate was 
governor over Judea and Herod was ruler over Galilee, his brother Philip was ruler 
over Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was ruler over Abilene, 2during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas—God's word came to John son of Zechariah in 
the wilderness. 3John went throughout the region of the Jordan River, calling for 
people to be baptized to show that they were changing their hearts and lives and 
wanted God to forgive their sins.  
4This is just as it was written in the scroll of the words of Isaiah the prophet,  

 A voice crying out in the wilderness:  
 "Prepare the way for the Lord;  
      make his paths straight.   

5Every valley will be filled,  
        and every mountain and hill will be leveled.  
   The crooked will be made straight  
         and the rough places made smooth.  

 6All humanity will see God's salvation."   
 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Gospel Acclamation                Come Now, O Prince of Peace                             ELW 247 
                Please rise in body or spirit to welcome the Gospel. Sing verse one below. 

 

Come now, O Prince of Peace, make us one body.  
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 

Gospel Acclamation                Come Now, O Prince of Peace                             ELW 247 
                (Sing verse two below) 

Come now, God of love, make us one body.  
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 
 

Please be seated. 
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Hymn of the Day                        Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus                            ELW 254 

Sermon                                   Pastor Michael Wilker 
Following the sermon, please stand as you are able to proclaim the Word of God together by singing 
the Hymn of the Day.   

Please rise in body or spirit. Refer to the red hymnal in the pew in front of you. Note that hymns are 
located in the back 2/3 of the hymnal (the hymn number is not the page number). 

Nicene Creed 
 Remain standing in body or spirit. 
 

 We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
An assisting minister invites the congregation into prayer: 

 

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that 
yearn for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. Each portion of the prayers ends with these words: 
 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these 
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

Exchange of Peace 
The Peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

  

Please share a sign of peace with your friends and family while we listen to a musical offering. You may 
also take this time to text "Peace be with you" to another person -- maybe a friend you miss seeing in 
person at worship or even a neighbor in another city or state. Please be seated during the 
announcements. 

Ministry Announcements 
Please be seated as announcements and gifts are shared.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

*Or, "who proceeds from the Father." The phrase "and the Son" is a later addition to the creed.  
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Offering of Gifts and Musical Offering  

We offer ourselves, our time, and our possessions to God through the church. Our gifts serve God's 
mission here and around the world. Please use the yellow pew envelopes to contribute cash or checks 
(payable to Church of the Reformation.) You may give online at www.ReformationDC.org/give. If you 
give online or through an automatic bank transfer, you can place an offering card (in the pew racks) in 
the offering plate as physical sign of your dedication to God. A musical offering is also given. The ushers 
will bring the offering forward during the musical offering.  
  

         E'en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come                                   
          Written by Paul and Ruth Manz 

 

   Peace be to you and grace from him 
   Who freed us from our sins 
   Who loved us all and shed his blood 
   That we might saved be 
 

   Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord 
   The Lord, Almighty God 
   Who was, and is, and is to come 
   Sing Holy, Holy Lord 
 

   Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell within  
   Rejoice on earth, ye saints below 
   For Christ is coming, is coming soon 
   For Christ is coming soon 
 

   E’en so Lord Jesus quickly come  
   And night shall be no more 
   They need no light nor lamp nor sun 
   For Christ will be their All! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

http://www.ReformationDC.org/give
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The Great Thanksgiving       

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.   
 

It is our duty and delight that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and 
praise to you, O God, through Jesus Christ who calls us to follow his way of humble 
service and love, and so with the church on earth, all creation, and the host of 
heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Presentation of Gifts        
Please rise in body or spirit. 

Offering Song       People Look East          ELW 248 
        (Sing verse one below) 
 

        People, look east. The time is near 
of the crowning of the year. 

 Make your house fair as you are able, 
 trim the hearth and set the table. 
 People, look east, and sing today— 
 Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

Holy, Holy, Holy           Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
 All people join the angels’ song. 
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The Lord’s Prayer              Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4 
Jesus called God Abba, which means papa in Aramaic, and taught his disciples to pray like talking to 
their beloved parent. In the following version of the Lord’s Prayer, we invite you to use the names Abba 
or Imma, which means mama, to call upon God who embraces you in love. 
 

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we are bold to pray:  
 

 Abba/Imma in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever.  Amen. 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

Holy God, the Beginning and the End . . .  All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of    
Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen 



12 

 

Invitation to Communion          
We believe that Jesus Christ is truly present in the Lord's Supper to forgive sins and renew our lives.  We 
trust that God who raised Jesus from the dead to be alive with us now also joins us together in this 
moment of Holy Communion.  
 
Whether we are in the sanctuary or in our homes, the Holy Spirit comes and brings Christ ’s pres-
ence  in, with, and under the bread and wine/juice when we share this meal together.  Those present 
in the sanctuary will come forward to share the meal. If you are at home, you can commune each 
other saying, “The body of Christ, given for you” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” If you are 
alone, say those words to yourself and know that you are not alone. You are joined to the body of 
Christ—the church—through this holy meal.  

Communion Hymns       Comfort, Comfort Now My People         ELW 256 

Lamb of God              John 1:29 

Please refer to the red hymnal in the pew in front of you. Note that hymns are located in the back 2/3 
of the hymnal (the hymn number is not the page number). 
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                                             Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning                                  ACS 949 
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Postlude                      Fantasia and Fugue in B flat                              Boely 

Sending Forth  
 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

Prayer after Communion   
 Please rise in body or spirit. 
 

Let us pray. God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day 
when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your 
deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen.  

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

Sending Hymn                          On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry         ELW 249 

Blessing             Numbers 6:23-26 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩  give you peace.  
Amen. 
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Prayer List 
WE GIVE THANKS … 
For those who celebrate birthdays this week:  
        Justin Scofield (12/7); Maria Paez (12/5) 
 

For those who celebrate anniversaries this week:  
        None this week 

 
WE PRAY FOR …  
 For Afghan residents who live in fear and violence; for all refugees seeking safety.   

 For the family and friends of Robert Pfahl, as they celebrate his life and grieve his     
      death. He is at peace.  

 Bryan Anderson and his family, as they mourn the death of his grandmother, Anita  
      Anderson.  
 Marilyn Lilyquist, Candace Lilyquist’s mother, for health and healing.   
 Rusty Lilyquist, Candace Lilyquist’s brother, for health and healing.  
 Betty, Andy Weaver’s mother, as she recovers from major surgery.  
 Karen, Andy Weaver’s sister, that she has continued healing. J 
 ennifer Novak, as she continues her healing.  
 Rebecca Pfahl, for health and healing.  
 For those experiencing anxiety, loneliness, and distance from family and friends.  
 For the Anacostia River.  
 Members, friends and neighbors here and around the world suffering from Covid-19. 
 David, the father of Phillip and Harriet Vender’s daughter-in-law, who is living with 
 lymphoma. 
For our congregational and family members in military and foreign service: 

Deborah, Jonathan, and Sophia Mennuti, Matt Oskam, Drew Shealy, Diane Kohn, Melinda 
Manning, Paul Cowden, Jon Jones, Lee Patterson, Kim Loewecke, and family members 
of those in service here and around the world. 

From our hearts for: 
Tim Allmond, Angela Braxton, Emanuele and Emmajean Crupi, Bob Hedrick, Bernice 

Hoveland, Leah Jones, Marvin Jones, Emmanuel Kabasaala, Wayne Krumwiede, Mar-
got Lyddane, Valerie Platz, Ron and Daphne Rhine, Bill Scott, Madge Selinsky, Al 
Stauderman, Helen Vigness, Carolyn Walker, Thomas Winter, and Gloria Wolf. 

 
Please email your prayer requests to Pastor Mike at wilker@ReformationDC.org. 
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Thanks be to God for today’s Worship Leaders 
  Presider   Pastor Michael Wilker 
  Altar Care   Liz Tuckermanty  
  Tellers    Morgan Hann, Matthew Aviles 
  Cantors   Jon Korman, Gabbi Levy 
   
 8:30 am 
  Reader & Prayer Leader Brianna Widner 
  Greeter/Usher  Emma  Harrington 
  Fellowship   Emma Harrington 
 
 11:00 am 
  Assisting Minister  Ted Steege 
  Reader   Evan Schrage 
  Livestream Tech Team Ella Petree, Corey Petree, Jane Tobler 
  Greeters/Ushers  Andy Weaver, Matthew Aviles 
  Fellowship   Ramona and Kim Benoit  
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Connect with us!  
 

Church of the Reformation    
 
@ReformationDC  
            #ReformationDC 

http://www.reformationdc.org
mailto:office@reformationdc.org
mailto:wilker@ReformationDC.org
mailto:pdleavitt0918@gmail.com
mailto:space@ReformationDC.org

